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Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi is a graphic novel autobiography of Marjane's life growing up during the Islamic Revolution. Written and drawn by Marjane, it is a black and white comic depicting her childhood in Tehran, Iran from the time she was six to when she was fourteen. The novel is simultaneously absurd and heart breaking, bringing you from tears of laughter at this little girl to crying over her stories of the revolution. This book personalizes war for the people who the war is affecting—even though they are not in the military. It shows the devastation that is happening to the humans during war time. Little Marjane's family is affected by the war and we get to see the way it affects her personally as well as affecting her neighbors and friends. This girl has such a big personality that we are even more affected by her story. It's hard to imagine this actually happening to the author—but all of the events have happened to her as it is a memoir of her life.

Both of these novels present different views of the world. A + E 4ever presents a different view on gender and sexuality while Persepolis presents a personal view of the Islamic Revolution from someone who lived through it. Both are really good reads... I should know, I've enjoyed both of them. I think you would enjoy at least one!

Paige Crumbley, Senior Huntingdon Student

This graphic novel autobiography may be found here: 

Persepolis  by Marjane Satrapi.  New York : Pantheon Books. 2003. (741.5944 S253p, 2003)  *Persepolis 2: the story of a return can be found here: 741.5944 S253p , 2004.  And the film version of Persepolis can be found in our film collection at AV 791.43 Per2008.
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