In My Opinion …
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The Gates by John Connolly:  When you read the subtitle on the cover of this novel (“ … of Hell Are about to Open, Want to Peek?”) you know that you are in for a quirky literary adventure from this New York Times bestselling author. 

Set in modern-day England, we meet 11-year old Samuel (Johnson) and his little dachshund Boswell (those of you who have had Brit Lit may get the joke).  Samuel, a rather thoughtful and enterprising young man, has decided to get the jump on everyone else by beginning his trick-or-treating a few days before Halloween.  Unfortunately, his industriousness goes unappreciated by the residents at his first stop – the Abernathys.  You see, the Abernathys are in the middle of something and unfortunately they never learned the lesson that you should not play with something you know nothing about, for their choice of activity results in the opening of a portal that will allow the residents of Hell (including its Master), to enter our earthly world.  So, it is up to Samuel and Boswell to put a stop to this, an effort made all the more difficult by the fact that no one (at least at first) will believe an 11-year old boy when he warns that the Gates of Hell are about to open.
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