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The Rape of Europa: the Fate of Europe’s Treasures in the Third Reich and the Second World War by Lynn H. Nicholas:  This is a fascinating account of the role art played in the Second World War, as Hitler pillaged personal and national art collections, destroying many of the works he deemed “degenerate,” and as individuals, through herculean efforts, worked and schemed tirelessly to thwart the Nazis’ attempts.  Among the accounts are those of the Louve and its efforts to empty its galleries as the Nazis advanced on Paris.  Nicholas vividly describes the scene of the famous Winged Victory (Victory of Samothrace) as she descends the grand staircase to be whisked away to safety.  There is the staff of the immense Hermitage in Moscow who in just a few days all but completely empties the museum onto trains heading to Siberia. In Italy, because it could not be removed, workers sandbag Leonardo’s Last Supper to protect it from bombings.  Even in the United States, precautions were taken; the Biltmore Estate in North Carolina was prepared to receive works from museums in Washington, D.C., should the need  arise.  We also learn of the extraordinary efforts of the Allies to protect buildings deemed of historical and cultural value, or as possible hiding locations for Nazi loot, as Europe was retaken.  If you are an art lover, a history lover, have an interest in World War II, or just enjoy a good story, made all the better by the fact that this one is real, this book is for you.  A documentary by the same title can be found in our film collection (AV 364.16287 Rap2008).
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