In My Opinion …
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The Witch Must Die: the Hidden Meaning of Fairy Tales by Sheldon Cashdan.  If you think about it, every fairy tale seems to have a witch, whether the character is identified as such or not.  Why?  And why must the “witch” always die?  Cashdan tells us why, using fairy tales that are well-known, not-so-well-known, and others the majority of us have never heard of because they never made it into the anthologies we knew as children (and while we don’t generally consider The Wizard of Oz and the Alice stories as fairy tales, Cashdan includes them in his study, as he does The Picture of Dorian Gray). Along the way, Cashdan explains how fairy tales have been altered over the years, and that while fairy tales are among the most banned books in the United States, why they are integral to a child’s development in helping learn to deal with important issues, such as abandonment and all those Deadly Sins.  The “witch” is an important, necessary figure for us, as much so as the hero or heroine, and the plot of fairy tales has a decided method to it madness.  This is a scholarly study of fairy tales, but it is an accessible study to anyone interested in fairy tales and in learning why they are so much more than just simple bedtime stories.
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