In My Opinion …
[image: image1.jpg]



Travel as a Political Act by Rick Steves:  “I have long held that travel can be a powerful force for peace.  Travel promotes understanding at the expense of fear.  And understanding bridges conflicts between nations.”  This quote from Rick Steves illustrates his philosophy about travel.  To him travel is about much more than leisure (though he has nothing against leisure travel).  In Travel as a Political Act, Steves takes us to the former Yugoslavia, to El Salvador, to Turkey and Morocco to sample secular Islam, to Iran, and to Europe to explore the progress of the EU – and to Denmark, a “highly taxed and highly content” society, and to Switzerland and the Netherlands, two countries that are neither “hard on drugs” nor “soft on drugs” but are “smart on drugs.”  As Steves says, “Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindness,” and he has spent years in the travel industry, leading tours, publishing extensively (check our library’s Travel LibGuide), and serving as an all-round ambassador for international travel.  Our library also owns Rick Steves’ Iran, a PBS documentary  of his 2008 trip to explore Iran, which he writes about in this book.
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