In My Opinion …
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Beatrice and Virgil by Yann Martel.  If you have read Martel’s award-winning and highly-popular Life of Pi, then you know you are in for a unique storytelling experience as we are introduced to Beatrice (a donkey) and Virgil (a howler monkey).  First though, we meet Henry, an author who has achieved a certain level of critical and popular success, but whose latest effort is met with such negative reaction from his editors that he decides to give up writing all together and move to Paris with his wife.  Here they both find fulfillment, Henry by taking a job in a café and joining a theatre group.  Then Henry receives a most odd request for help – from an elderly taxidermist of all people.  Henry’s curiosity gets the best of him and he responds, and so begins the story of Beatrice and Virgil.  But in the telling of the story there is something rather foreboding lurking in the background.  Henry’s new acquaintance is a most quiet and guarded taxidermist with seemingly no family or friends.  Henry learns in the end there is a very good reason for this … which helps explain the inescapable fate of Beatrice and Virgil.
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